
Guidelines for the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for Rehabilitation. 
 
(Copied from pages 102 and 108 of the PDF of the Standards and 
Guidelines available online from the National Park Service site.  
See also www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation  
 
 

Rehabilitation 
 

Building Site: 
 

Recommended: 
 

Identifying, retaining, and preserving buildings and their features as well as features of 

the site that are important in defining its overall historic character. Site features may 

include circulation systems such as walks, paths, roads, or parking; vegetation 

such as trees, shrubs, fields, or herbaceous plant material; landforms such as terracing, 

berms or grading; furnishings such as lights, fences, or benches; decorative elements such 

as sculpture, statuary or monuments; water features including fountains, streams, pools, 

or lakes; and subsurface archeological features which are important in defining the 

history of the site. 

Retaining the historic relationship between buildings and the landscape. 

 

Protecting and maintaining buildings and the site by providing proper drainage to assure 

that water does not erode foundation walls; drain toward the building; or damage or erode 

the landscape. Minimizing disturbance of terrain around buildings or elsewhere on the 

site, thus reducing the possibility of destroying or damaging important landscape features 

or archeological resources. 

 

Not Recommended 
Removing or radically changing buildings and their features or site features which are 

important in defining the overall historic character of the property so that, as a result, the 

character is diminished. 

Removing or relocating buildings or landscape features, thus destroying the historic 

relationship between buildings and the landscape. 

Removing or relocating historic buildings on a site or in a complex of related historic 

structures—such as a mill complex or farm—thus diminishing the historic character of 

the site or complex. 

Moving buildings onto the site, thus creating a false historical appearance. 

Radically changing the grade level of the site. For example, changing the grade adjacent 

to a building to permit development of a formerly below-grade area that would drastically 

change the historic relationship of the building to its site. Failing to maintain adequate 

site drainage so that buildings and site features are damaged or destroyed; or lternatively, 

changing the site grading so that water no longer drains properly. 

Introducing heavy machinery into areas where it may disturb or damage important 

landscape features or archeological resources.  

http://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation


Setting (District/neighborhood) 
 

Recommended 
 

Design for the Replacement of Missing Historic Features 

Designing and constructing a new feature of the building or landscape when the historic 

feature is completely missing, such as row house steps, a porch, a streetlight, or terrace. It 

may be a restoration based on documentary or physical evidence; or be a new design that 

is compatible with the historic character of the setting. 

 

Alterations/Additions for the New Use 

Designing required new parking so that it is as unobtrusive as possible, thus minimizing 

the effect on the historic character of the setting. “Shared” parking should also be planned 

so that several businesses can utilize one parking area as opposed to introducing random, 

multiple lots. 

Designing and constructing new additions to historic buildings when required by the new 

use. New work should be compatible with the historic character of the setting in terms 

of size, scale design, material, color, and texture. 

Removing nonsignificant buildings, additions or landscape features which detract from 

the historic character of the setting. 

 

 

Not Recommended 
Creating a false historical appearance because the replaced feature is based on 

insufficient documentary or physical evidence. 

Introducing a new building or landscape feature that is out of scale or otherwise 

inappropriate to the setting’s historic character, e.g., replacing picket fencing with chain 

link fencing. 

Placing parking facilities directly adjacent to historic buildings which result in damage to 

historic landscape features, such as the removal of plant material, relocation of paths and 

walkways, or blocking of alleys. 

Introducing new construction into historic districts that is visually incompatible or that 

destroys historic relationships within the setting. 

Removing a historic building, building feature, or landscape feature that is important in 

defining the historic character of the setting. 


